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The Olivet discourse or Olivet 

prophecy is a biblical passage found 
in the synoptic Gospels of Mark 13, 

Matthew 24, Luke 21. It is known as the 

"Little Apocalypse" because it includes 

Jesus' descriptions of the end times, 

the use of apocalyptic language, and 

Jesus' warning to his followers that 

they will suffer tribulation and 

persecution before the ultimate 

triumph of the Kingdom of God. 

The Olivet discourse is the last of the 

Five Discourses of Matthew and 

occurs just prior to the narrative of 

Jesus’ passion beginning with the 

Anointing of Jesus. The gospels, 

taken as a whole, indicate the 

discourse was given on Holy 

Tuesday. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olivet_Discourse

•All three synoptic gospels record 

part of the Olivet discourse of Jesus, 

but none reproduce the entire 
discourse. Each writer pulls out 

parts of it to enforce a specific 

emphasis.. Most likely, a complete 

quote of what they said would 

consist of a compilation of the 

three versions and perhaps even 
additional observations about the 

temple. The Structure of the Olivet Discourse, by Kenneth J. Morgan, June 

2008, http://rediscoveringthebible.com/Olivet.pdf

• This paper proposes to reconstruct 
the discourse, with special 
attention to its specific sections, 
using the excerpt from each of the 
synoptic gospels. It argues that the 
key to the structure of the Olivet 
discourse is that in it Jesus refers to 
two distinct events: the fall of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and his own 
eschatological second advent. The 
Structure of the Olivet Discourse, by Kenneth J. Morgan, June 2008, 
http://rediscoveringthebible.com/Olivet.pdf

WHEN
•When is there enough 
persecution and suffering to 

constitute TRIBULATION?

•Who determines when enough 

is enough?

• One of Jesus’ most famous discourses 
was given atop Mount Olivet and was 

recorded in the New Testament in 
Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. This 

discourse presents the great tribulation 
that both excites and terrifies many 

Christians. There is no debate that 
these prophecies were telling of future 

events to come. But are they future for 
us? …. or were they future only for 

those to whom Jesus was speaking?
• https://store.nicenecouncil.com/a-d-70-the-destruction-of-jerusalem-dvd/
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• Regrettably, many Christians read the 
Olivet Discourse in such a way as to 

ignore an essential rule of Biblical 
interpretation: They do not maintain 

the primacy of the original audience. 
https://store.nicenecouncil.com/a-d-70-the-destruction-of-jerusalem-dvd/

• In this new production from 
www.NiceneCouncil.com, [we are 
taken] on a journey through the Bible 
and the historical record of the first 
century. This journey will demonstrate 
that the Olivet Discourse’s Great 
Tribulation was fulfilled in A.D. 70 in the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple. And that these events were 
not only directly prophesied by Christ, 
but were also anticipated in many of 
the prophetic passages found in the 
Old Testament. https://store.nicenecouncil.com/a-d-70-the-
destruction-of-jerusalem-dvd/

THE 70TH WEEK
1. Is the 70th week of Daniel one of 

Judgment?

2. Is the 70th week of Daniel one of 

Blessing?

3. OR is the 70th week of Daniel one of 
Judgment AND Blessing?

THINK BIG
•Every 7th day

–Sabbath Day

•Every 7th year

–Sabbath Year

•Every 49th year/ 50th year

–Sabbath Year/Year of Jubilee
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Matthew’s Genealogy

• Three sets of fourteen or six sevens

• THINK Daniel’s 70 weeks (Dan. 9:22-27)

• “In Jewish writings before Christ arrived, a 

common theme was that the Messiah would 
bring in the promised year of Jubilee.”

• Leviticus 25 (“Seven years seven times and in 
the forty-ninth year they were to sound the 
trumpet and set apart the coming year as 

the year of Jubilee.)”

Matthew’s Genealogy

• Israel was waiting for the seventh year.

• Jesus brings in the seventh seven.

• “Matthew was blowing the trumpet 
with these groupings of number.”

• The seventh seven; the year of Jubilee 

has arrived with the birth of Jesus 
Christ.

Matthew’s Genealogy

•Babylonian Captivity (1:11, 12, 17)

– Disobedience = Captivity

•No mention of the return from Babylon 
(v. 17).  It is as if they are still in Babylon.  

– Repentance = Release/Deliverance

•“The promised one has arrived who will 
free us from our captivity.”

Sabbath  

Year 7

Sabbath 

Year 14

Sabbath 

Year 21

Sabbath 

Year 28

Sabbath 

Year 35

Sabbath 

Year 42

7th Sabbath Year 

Jubilee (year 49)

Sabbath Year

Year 7

Year

1

Year

2

Year

3

Year

4

Year

5

Year

6

• Every 50th year is the first year of the next cycle

• In Daniel’s prophecy 1 week = 1 Sabbath Year (7 
years)

Week 1 
Year 7

Week 2 
Year 14

Week 3 
Year 21

Week 4 
Year 28

Week 5 
Year 35

Week 6 
Year 42

Week 7 
Year 49

Repeat

10 times

•70 “Daniel” weeks

•490 actual years

•10 Jubilee years

Day 

1

Day 

2

Day 

3

Day 

4

Day 

5

Day 
6

Sabbath 

Day 7

27AD
Luke 4

463 

B.C.

http://bible.org/seriespage/parables-matthew-13

•“If you were a Jew in the 
OT, you would draw your 

time line with a present age 

and an age to come, 
separated by Messiah’s 

coming. Prophets did not 
see but one advent.”

THINK
•THINK of Joel 2 and Peter’s 

usage of Joel in Acts 2.  Is 
Peter thinking Judgment or 

Blessing or BOTH?

•Look at Revelation 22:2, 3 
[Why healing if no curse?]
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•"If Jesus and the early church 
used the relevant language in 
the same way as their 
contemporaries, it is highly 
unlikely that they would have 
been referring to the actual end 
of the world, and highly likely that 
they would have been referring 
to events within space-time 
history which they interpreted as 
the coming of the kingdom."
N.T. Wright from Jesus and the Victory of God pg. 321
•http://www.monergism.com/directory/link_category/Eschatology/

PERSPECTIVE

on the

PARABLES

• You must be aware that these are 
probably the most debated parables in 
the Bible. Many of the books and journal 
articles and articles on the internet that I 
read said all the characters in these 
parables were believers. Instead of 
seeing that these are parables about 
salvation, they see them as parables 
about rewards or loss of rewards. It is the 
same argument that we dealt with a few 
weeks ago in our discussion of the 
marriage feast and the outer darkness. 

• http://bible.org/article/parables-olivet-discourse-matthew-25

•Because of the context and 

because the punishment for 
the unfaithful is so severe, I 

see them as all dealing with 
salvation issues. But rewards 
are also taught.

• http://bible.org/article/parables-olivet-discourse-matthew-25

WHAT ARE WE THINKING?

•“A text without a 

context is a 

pretext for a proof 

text.”

2

RESPONSES
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TWO WAYS
• It is apparent that judgment of the 
wicked, the unfaithful and the 
unprepared infuses not only the five 
discourses, but also the gospel in its 
entirety. Moreover, the phrase seems 
strategically placed in structurally and
thematically significant or salient 
gospel sections, namely chapters 24-
25 (Jesus' eschatological discourse 
and final hours before his arrest and 
passion), and chapter 13 (the hinge 
chapter of the Matthew's Gospel).

CONCLUSION
1. Jesus is the King.

2. TRIBULATION, PERSECUTION 
AND SUFFERING EXIST.

3. Be ready.

4. There are one of two choices; 
life or death.

“The Text”

Matthew 24, 25
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